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COUNTRY FOOTBALL LEAGUES 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.28 pm]: I just want to make a member’s 
statement on something far more significant to voters in my electorate and right across regional WA, and that is 
country footy. Members may know that over the last month or so, we have seen all kinds of grand finals right 
across my area of the Agricultural Region. There are 11 country football leagues right across the region and they 
are all fantastic. I am going to run through them all. I accept that netball and hockey go with the footy, but in the 
interests of keeping this speech to the allocated time for a member’s statement, I am going to do a separate one on 
all the other winter sports. I just wanted to touch on all leagues across the Agricultural Region, make special 
mention of all the people associated with them and congratulate all the premiers. I will work through the leagues 
in the Agricultural Region in alphabetical order. In the Avon Football Association, Kellerberrin–Tammin were 
premiers this year, defeating the Federals by about 17 points in a fairly good, tight grand final. In the reserves, the 
Federals got up over York.  

In the Central Midlands Coastal Football League, the Cervantes Tiger Sharks won yet again. They have had 
a tremendous run in the Central Midlands Coastal Football League and have won a large number of premierships 
over recent years. They defeated the Lancelin Ledge Point Pirates by 10 points. In the reserves, Cervantes also got 
up over the Moora Mavericks. 

In the Central Wheatbelt Football League, this year Koorda was successful with a massive win over Mukinbudin. 
I believe Koorda was undefeated, so congratulations to them on a great season. 

In the Eastern District Football League, Nukarni defeated Kulin/Kondinin in the grand final by seven points in 
a good, close game. In the reserves, Corrigin was successful over Kulin/Kondinin. 

In the Esperance District Football Association, the Gibson Tigers were successful again, defeating the  
Esperance Bulldogs. Also, the Gibson Tigers defeated the Esperance Bulldogs in the reserves. It was probably 
a tough day for Esperance supporters. 

In the Great Northern Football League, Rovers were reasonably convincing this year over Brigades, but Brigades 
won the reserves when they defeated Railways. 

It was a tough result for me in my league, the Mortlock Football League. Goomalling was pipped by two points in 
a classic grand final against Toodyay. Congratulations to the Toodyay Lions on getting up over the highly fancied 
Goomalling Blues. Gingin was too strong again in the reserves, defeating Dowerin–Wyalkatchem relatively easily. 

In the North Midlands Football League, Dongara was too strong for Morawa, beating them by 22 points. In the 
Ongerup Football Association, Boxwood Hill defeated Lake Grace/Pingrup. That club has been in the news a bit. Of 
course, that was the original club of dual Brownlow Medallist Nathan Fyfe, but this was not their year. They were quite 
convincingly defeated by Boxwood Hill in the league. In the reserves, Gnowangerup defeated Lake Grace/Pingrup. 
Perhaps they were getting ready for the celebrations for a great win by the great man Nathan Fyfe in the 
Brownlow Medal. It was a tough day for Lake Grace/Pingrup. 

In the Ravensthorpe and Districts Football Association, the Ravensthorpe Tigers were far too strong for the 
Hopetoun Southerners. In the Upper Great Southern Football League, Boddington was a bit too strong for 
Narrogin, which was beaten by 20 points, and Williams defeated Wagin in the reserves. 

Congratulations to all those successful clubs. Having played in quite a few premiership teams, I know that it is the 
result of a year of hard work and dedication by a lot of people, not just those on the field who start their preseason 
training in February and taste the ultimate sweetness of success, but also those who run the clubs and are on 
committees. So to all those people, I make a special shout-out, whether they are the president or secretary; an 
officeholder on a committee; someone who has stood at a gate during the season; someone who prepared or served 
food in the club’s canteen, which generates a lot of income for clubs; the person who has washed the jumpers; 
someone who has been a field, boundary or goal umpire over the year, because a lot of those positions are 
voluntary; someone who sat up in the scoreboard or kept time for a game; someone who sponsored a club or 
donated their time—many clubs now put in a crop to help generate funds to recruit a few paid players—a person 
who just joined a club as a member and volunteered their time; or someone who just turned up to support our 
country football right across the state, I thank them all very much for their contribution. 

Country footy and country sport are part of the fabric of our towns. Our community is very proud of our footy 
team in Goomalling. We fell just short this year, but we all got behind the team throughout the year. We have all 
vowed and declared to go one better next year. I think that inspiration and hope of what country football teams 
give to small towns keeps us going. It is tough to retain young people and to build the number of people in our 
communities, but if we lose the social fabric of country footy right across the state, especially in small wheatbelt 
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towns, those towns’ futures will be in serious jeopardy. Congratulations to all the winners and all those volunteers 
on another successful country footy season. 
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